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Executive Summary: 
 
The purpose of the report is to present the new Indoor and Built Sports Facilities 
Strategy (IBF) and Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Strategy (PPOSS) 2022 - 
2043 for adoption by Huntingdonshire District Council. 
 
This strategic piece of work started back in February 2022 following a tender 
process in December 2021. 
 
Endorsed by Sport England the strategies provide a comprehensive review and 
assessment of facilities and pitches and provide strategic recommendations in 
line with population growth forecasts contained in the Local Plan. The strategies 
will provide the evidence base to develop the right facility mix across 
Huntingdonshire and maximise financial funding across this area. These 
strategies are to be utilised by partners and providers to benefit and enable the 
leisure and sporting landscape across Huntingdonshire as a whole and are not 
solely a HDC document. 
 
The strategies will support the upcoming HDC Local Plan review and support the 
new HDC Place Strategy and Climate Strategy.  
 
Recommendation(s): 
 

 To endorse and agree the Indoor and Built Sports Facilities Strategy and 
Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Strategy 2022 - 2043 

 

 To recognise the strategic recommendations as set out within the 
strategies. See Appendix 2 and 4 as detailed in section 11. 
 

Public  
Key Decision - Yes  

 



 

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT & CONTEXT TO FINDINGS 
 
1.1 To provide an overview to the Council on the overall outcomes and aims 

of the identified strategies highlighting the importance of the independent 
assessment of the provision needs of Huntingdonshire. 
 

1.2 To provide clear and transparent recommendations to enable HDC and 
partners to make informed decisions ensuring that sport and physical 
activity facilities have the right combination of amenities, are located in the 
right places, to help ensure that the maximum number of local people can 
be engaged in meaningful physical activity. 

 
1.3 To showcase the strategic importance of the existing leisure and sporting 

facilities and to ensure HDC and partners have a concise, robust and 
comprehensive evidence base in-line with Sport England guidance which 
can be utilised to support the review of the Local Plan, Place Strategy and 
Climate Strategy.  

 
1.4 To suggest a forward plan (listed within section 5.0 Actions) that will 

encompass a priority list of works supported by a capital investment plan.  
 
1.5 It is highly unlikely that any local authority will ever have its full provision 

of facilities needs met, due to the changing nature of demand and the cost 
of meeting all needs. However, a clear gap analysis, such as this ensures 
that every penny spent can be spent effectively and opportunities for 
external funding maximised.  

 
1.6 National challenges for the sport and leisure sector in terms of affordability 

of leisure provision and closures, should be taken into consideration when 
consider the district leisure requirements. 

 
2. WHY IS THIS REPORT NECESSARY? 
 
2.1 Sport England’s aim in working with the planning system is to help provide 

active environments that maximise opportunities for sport and physical 
activity for all, enabling the already active to be more so and the inactive 
to become active.  This is supported by the Sport England planning 
objectives of Protect, Enhance, Provide.  
 

2.2 Endorsed strategies for both Indoor and outdoor sports facilities will 
support delivery at a local level and provide the needs assessments and 
strategic recommendations to act upon. 

 
2.3 HDC has not had an accredited Sport England strategy done since 2008 

(Playing Pitch). We have undertaken some internal work but was not 
accredited by Sport England or covering cross boarder activity and use. A 
Sport England endorsed strategy is the gold standard for assessment of 
sports facilities. Its commissioning is a commitment to a robust evidence 
base to support and enable improved sporting facilities for 
Huntingdonshire residents. 

 



2.4 The strategies will provide evidence for community clubs, external partners 
and housing developers to enhance sporting and leisure facilities on place-
based evidence. 

 
 
3. COMMENTS OF OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY 
 
3.1 The comments of the relevant Overview and Scrutiny Panel will be 

included in this section prior to its consideration by the Cabinet. 
 
 
4. KEY IMPACTS  
 
4.1 The key impact of adopting the IBF Strategy and PPOSS is to provide clear 

evidence based documents to detail the current requirements and what is 
needed in line with future growth to support sport and physical activity 
across the District.  
 

4.2 The strategies will impact future developments to support onsite and offsite 
provision in line with the Supplementary Planning Document (HDC) and in 
managing negotiations by providing clear evidence of need.  

 
4.3 The adoption and publication of these strategies will allow HDC, Sports 

Clubs, external partners and housing developers an opportunity to update 
existing facilities and invest in new resources which will allow a greater 
provision of sporting facilities which will support increased participation in 
physical activity, and to enable and influence others to do the same. 

 
5. WHAT ACTIONS WILL BE TAKEN 
 

5.1 Following the approval and adoption of these strategies the following 
actions will be undertaken by senior officers following the Do, Enable, 
Influence approach outlined in our Corporate Plan:  
 

5.2 These new strategies will be made available on the HDC website and used 
to support future negotiations with sports clubs, partners and developers. 

 
5.3 HDC will review and utilise the actions within the IBF Strategy and PPOSS 

to clearly identify a priority list for capital investment, either directly or by 
identification of external Capital pots that can be accessed.  

 
5.4 Finalise and present a capital investment plan for the development of 

existing facilities and creation of new assets to support physical activity 
and commercial revenue generation.  
 

 
6. LINK TO THE CORPORATE PLAN 
 

6.1 Corporate Plan Priority 1 – Improving quality of life for local people. Better 
and improved facilities meeting requirements will support resident’s well-
being.  
 



6.2 Corporate Plan Priority 2 – Creating a better Huntingdonshire for future 
generations. With an outlook through to 2043 for sports and Leisure 
facilities the strategies will support the needs for the next 20 years and 
beyond.  

 
7. CONSULTATION 
 
7.1 The Consultants KKP carried out consultation with National Governing 

Bodies of Sport (NGBs), Sport England, Parish and Town Councils, private 
providers and Sports Clubs. 
 

7.2 A working group was set up including HDC staff from Sports Development, 
Leisure and Planning aswell as NGBs representatives.   

 
 
8. HEALTH IMPLICATIONS 
 

8.1 The strategies support health and wellbeing both physically and mentally 
by outlining required facilities and playing surfaces to provide opportunities 
for people to be active in many forms through a variety of facilities both 
indoors and outdoors across the District. 

 

9. ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS 
 

9.1 Continue with the Authority’s energy efficiency programme across all sites. 
All Local Authority owned leisure sites currently have an energy efficiency 
plan and have benefited from Salix Finance funding to improve facilities. 
Each facility will require regular investment, to ensure they remain as 
energy efficient as possible, in line with the Council’s carbon neutral target. 
Future investment should focus on plant maintenance, lighting and energy 
sources.   
 

9.2 Through the strategies support local community groups, sports clubs and 
private facilities to become more energy efficient. 

 
10. REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDED DECISIONS  
 
10.1 To support opportunities to improve facilities across the district.  

 
10.2 To allow officers to present a comprehensive priority action list based upon 

the strategies to Cabinet including a capital investment plan.  
 
10.3 Development and presentation of the capital investment plan for approval 

and delivery of new facilities and assets.  
 
 
11. LIST OF APPENDICES INCLUDED 
 

Appendix 1 - Indoor and Built Sports Facilities Needs Assessment 
Appendix 2 - Indoor and Built Sports Facilities Strategy 
Appendix 3 - Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Assessment Report 
Appendix 4 - Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Strategy and Action Plan  
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